
Car crashes into the 
perimeter wall of Scolacium 
Archaeological park,
a man injured.
Sunday the 20th of May 2018

https://lacnews24.it/cronaca/incidente-scolacium
-roccelletta-borgia-catanzaro_51421/

Nicola Lorini: Good morning Dr. Rubino, 
thank you so much for allowing this quick conversation. 
As you know we are going to talk about the wall, the accident, the archeological park and the rest; before starting with that 
though I would like to ask you something else:
Did you have any dream last night?

Michele Rubino: Good morning Nicola! Thank to you for this opportunity, I’m glad I can give a bit of my knowledge to 
support you in this activity. About the dream, I’m quite sure I’ve dreamed something... But I can’t sort it out right now... It 
was a bit confused .

NL: Yeah I know that feeling, it happens to me as well, cyclically: few nights without being able to remember dreams and others 
where everything seems so lucid.
Last night I dreamt the archaeological park, or at least something that in dream looked like the idea that I have of it. I haven’t 
been there yet. 

MR: Wow... what did you dream exactly?

NL: There was a motocross ride, the whole park was covered with mud, same color of brown sugar. Artificial hills were built to 
allow acrobatics and jumps and specific paths were marked by fences assembled using long dejected trees. There was a dance 
hall in the middle of this chaos of curves and shapes. I was dancing there, it was me and a person wearing a red dress.
Not sure what it meant but it was a good feeling, we were dancing together. 
But let’s go back to your confusion, I guess in geology there isn’t much space for confusion right?

MR: I do not have that feeling actually. Sometimes before getting to a conclusion on a geological problem we start from a 
very confused situation. In that initial phase we have to understand the information we have just using our experience, it 
is a quite subjective process that leaves space for interpretation. It is a science of course but there’s a strong component 
based on personal points of view.

NL: You somehow have to deal with confusion and your task is to clarify it as much as possible, bit by bit? you are a geophysicist 
and, correct me if I am wrong, geophysics has a lot to do with computation, while geology more with observation and 
fieldwork. 

MR: Yes you are more or less right, generally speaking. 

NL: I’m glad there is some confusion there.

MR: Ahaha ok.

NL: You know, what really fascinates me about your field of work is the amount of technical terms that somehow imply an high 
metaphorical potential; like friction, emersion, shock, compression, degradation, deposition, fracture, intrusion, precipitation 
etc.

MR: I got your point, it’s actually a very interesting reflection. 
If you are directly involved with this it’s not easy to decontextualise those terms, but now that I’m doing this exercise 
everything becomes a bit more colourful let’s say. I like that.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlIiT80dqHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYbZ5ftMoNo



NL: I feel most of them have a very strong relation with most of the things we are dealing with these days, economically, 
politically, environmentally, emotionally. And I think this is probably why I decided to ask you to respond to the accident that 
happened at the archaeological park last May. I think I was looking for some misunderstanding. 
I like to think that the person driving the Toyota Rav4 that night somehow crashed against history itself and its material legacy, 
not simply against a wall. I have sent you few photographs of the scene, it was night and they were taken with a phone, but did 
you manage to gather some information about it, can you tell me something?
geologically speaking I mean…

MR: That is a quite fascinating point of view Nicola. When you told me about this research I actually I had the same feeling 
about the crash of the Toyota as a metaphor. 
I had a look the photos you sent me, at first sight it was a bit difficult to understand the type of rocks and materials within 
the wall.  Usually a geologist has the need to touch the rock : - )

NL: I like that! the necessity of having a very physical experience with something in order to have an understanding of it. 

MR: It was difficult but I gathered some geological information about the archeological park area.
it seems like that the wall is made by a series of fragments 

NL: Some rocks from the area I supposed, and some parts that look human made…

MR: Exactly, in most of the cases that type of walls (drywall?) are made by rocks coming from of the surrounding area

NL:The yellowish ones?

MR: Also the yellowish.

NL: So the red ones are stones as well?

MR: Using the geological map of the area I succeeded in having a clearer idea of the rocks composing the wall. Part of the 
red ones are bricks while the others are rocks.
In the portions of wall I analysed I saw at least three types of rocks, plus the bricks.

NL: Do you have any idea of where the bricks might come from?
I mean they look like fragments of bricks once used in other human constructions.

MR: Yes it seems so, for this more “archeological” part I asked support to a colleague of mine, she is and archaeologist. Of 
course she is very cautious in giving exact information about this material, she would need as well a direct contact with the 
wall and more research about the context.

NL: But she managed to make some assumptions…

MR: Exactly, her opinion is that these bricks could come from the Roman age or Medieval period, they are archeological 
evidences that with the passage of time mixed with the local stones, some of them seem to to broken roof tiles. There is 
no record of this but the wall was probably built after the second world war, not more than hundred years ago for sure. 

NL: That’s beautiful, it’s almost like if less precious evidences were sacrificed in order to protect the most precious ones. Roof 
tiles once used in dwellings moved from the roof to the wall, taking another shape and function. 
I love that! 
No one has taken the conscious decision of doing this I supposed, it seems more like a biological evolutionary event rather 
than a human operation. 

MR: yeah something like that!
Doing a proper scientific examination we might find out the exact period the wall was built. When it was built archaeology 
wasn’t a very sensitive matter probably. 

NL: I guess what was visibly relevant was kept while the rest was somehow unconsidered,
afterall we daily walk on fragments of fragments of fragments. I’ll try to find a way to get some pieces of the wall. By the way, it is 
full of memes on geology out there apparently:  

MR: Ahahahahah, yes and lots of quarrels between geologists and geophysicists.

NL: There was something else I wanted to ask you.
The accident itself underlines the boarder between the archeological park,
its historical and material legacy and what it is outside, the emotional and symbolic value it has for the local community. The 
car as a good, a very complex good, still symbolises the economic miracle, embedding expectations, dreams and symbols. 
I was quite curious to ask you about a possible reading of this complex entity from a geological perspective. 

MR: Oh yes the car itself is made of lots of layers, some of them visible on the surface some others hidden. We might say 
that this makes it structurally similar to some stones or meteors. 
Scientifically talking all the technology we us nowadays comes from the mining world. 
As far as I know Toyota Rav 4 should be an hybrid car, the motor of an hybrid car contains lots of earth rare elements. 
The minerals from which these elements are extracted come mostly from mines located in China. Japanese Automotive 
industry is  strictly related to the extraction of earth rare elements from the Chinese mines, I know Neodymium is the most 
used and it is extracted from Monazite sand. It’s basically a phosphate mineral.

NL: I guess there isn’t any monazite mine in Italy, right?

MR: Exactly, most of them are in China and India. 
The steel for the car body Is made by a league of iron and carbon, the biggest Iron mine in the world is located in Lapland, 
Sweden. Unexpectedly. 
The carbon used by Japanese automotive companies, though, comes from Australia and China. 

NL: You travel a lot selling radars to mines and quarries. Do you think I could come with you one day? I just found this quote by 
John Seed on my notebook and thought it might be a good way to close our conversation for now.  “the distinction between 
“life” and “lifeless” is a human construct. Every atom in this body existed before organic life emerged 4000 million years ago. 
Remember our childhood as minerals, as lava, as rocks? Rocks contain the potentiality to weave themselves into such stuff as 
this. We are the rocks dancing. Why do we look down on them with such a condescending air. It is they that are immortal part 
of us” : )

Thank you Dr Rubino. 

MR: Thank you Nicola! 

This conversation took place via chat on facebook on the 17th of August 2018. 
Michele Rubino is a Georadar Geophysicist working for IDS Corporation. 



7-2=5; 5x8=40; 30-8=22; 22x8=176; 1.550/176=8,80682; 22-9=13; 13x8=104; 104x8,80682=915,91. €. This is how much I 
made. Until now, May 20 2018. €916 approx.
On a full-time job consisting of 40h per week. Made my numbers count.

It’s Sunday. Tomorrow, predictably as it is, will be Monday–another round; the 14th working day of the month (considering 
May1st as festive). I’ll work 8 hours. I’ll earn €70,4545, which will contribute to a net-income increase to €986,3645 —> €987 
approx: make your numbers count!

I hate driving; always did. But I love my car, sure I do. Testosterone-infused spinning wheels ignite the road with a muscular 
buzz, the leather-ish amalgam embraces the seats while smelling hard and heavy and masculine–it is a new car; the aluminum 
architecture pumps noisy mechanisms, incomprehensible to my understanding, although very much rewarding. It is a 4x4: 
made my numbers count! 16! 

It’s so dark. Dark as fuck; as if everything would be turned off–like when the lights of the factory where I spend my time go off 
and say: “goodbye workers, you’ll be all right for now–you’ll be fucked tomorrow, again.” I don’t get fucked. If I were to describe 
myself with any possible, imaginable rough-wording, I’d definitely say I am a fucker! Hell of a fucker, am I? Well I am, a fucker; 
likewise, my car is a fucker too. I refer to my car as a woman: I employ feminine pronouns to define her grammatical declination. 
This gender-defining process also goes beyond the language to reach the behavioural: I polish my car, I wink at my car, I bring 
my car out at night: I literally fuck my car. 
In fact, it is night. That’s why everything is off and gloomy and desperate. 

The SS106 twists, bounces rapidly, contorts into weird angles sometimes–it is an unpredictable, shabby road. Sometimes 
you see signs with words that could be latin or greek or some other weird things that ladies, literates, artists and faggots enjoy 
very much. I don’t really fuck with latin, but if I were to, I’d likely become an emperor, an Augustan landholder, a commander-
in-chief, rather than a geek bibliophile painter sculptor poet whatsoever–that’s sound! Well I am a commander-in-chief really: I 
command my 4x4 engine and all its screws, bolts, valves and shit.

SS106: km192+600; 792. 04:03 PM; 20/05/2018. (CZ) ITA. SS106 twists, bounces rapidly, contorts into a weird angle. [Car 
crashes] [emits noise] [wrooms frantically]. SS106: km 192+600. 118. 115 after 118. Made my numbers count! 
Fluid acquaintance with a rock. My car kisses a sidewall, bumps into a mural: my car literally fucked the history. I sec a.C.: made 
my numbers fucking count this time!

I suppose I am an artist after all. Hell of a fucker–an artist. Take my shit and preserve it. I made it into pieces, stretched the 
surface and surrogated into tiny tiny fragments of shit. Now take them all, preserve them, incubate them and do your thing! 
They’re mine. I’ll let you store them in your vitrines, I’ll allow the spectacularisation of those fragments of wall, I’ll permit the 
viewers to look at those. But I’ve created them and I am an artist. I also stole a rock from the crash. I smuggled one while waiting 
for the ambulance, and then took it with me. I’ll throw it somewhere. I’ll destroy something else with the effect of a destruction 
itself. I’ll fuck with it and you’re gonna buy it.

6th floor. Room 609. Bed 13. Me and my rock made our numbers count. 4x4=16; now less than zero. Negative increase. The 
factory I middle-manage will pay for my hospitalisation. Still, tomorrow will be Monday: €70,4545.

                          

                                              FS

This text was written by Federico Sargentone in response to the accident occured on the 20th of May 2018.
Federico sargentone is a writer and curator based between London and Milan. He is assistant editor at Kaleidoscope 
Magazing and co-founder of STIMULI. 
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Cigada was composed by Giuliano Anzani in response to the accident occured on the 20th of May 2018.
Giuliano Anzani is a composer and writer based in The Hague.

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=pl4-cO
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The music of ancient Rome was a part of Roman culture from earliest times. 
Music was customary at funerals, and the tibia (Greek aulos), a woodwind 
instrument, was played at sacrifices to ward off ill influences.Song (carmen) 
was an integral part of almost every social occasion. The Secular Ode of 
Horace, for instance, was commissioned by Augustus and performed by a 
mixed children’s choir at the Secular Games in 17 BC. Under the influence 
of ancient Greek theory, music was thought to reflect the orderliness of the 
cosmos, and was associated particularly with mathematics and knowledge.



LIMESTONES

GRANITE

CONGLOMERATE

BRICKS

LIMESTONES

       Pleistocene age (2,588 Ma - 126.000 years ago)

Clastic sedimentary rock consisting mainly of 
carbonate fossil fragments referable to clams debris 
(bioclasts). During the lithification process, the 
calcium carbonate which forms the shells melts, 
solidifiyng the clasts.

GRANITE

        Permian - Carboniferous  (350 - 250 Ma )

Intrusive igneous rock that is formed at a depth 
between 1.5 and 50 km following a slow cooling 
of intruded magma within pre-existing rock. The 
process allows the characteristic formation of 
well-defined minerals (quartz, amphibole, biotite, 
k-feldspar, plagioclase).

CONGLOMERATE

        Pleistocene age (2,588 Ma - 126.000 years ago)

Clastic sedimentary rock consisting of lithic 
fragments belonging to different types of rocks 
(clasts), accumulated as a result of transport 
by waterways. The conglomerate visible in the 
image is angled and and it has very heterogeneous 
dimensions, indicating the fact that the transport 
was short and did not allow the rounding of the 
fragments. 

BRICKS

        Roman - Medieval age ??

Material composed of  clay and  fragments of local 
rocks (Limestones).  The wall contains several 
“coppi”, 
roof tiles. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOWicOwtHa8

Copper: all electrical wiring is made of 
copper . The largest mine in the world 
is located in Chile on the Andean 
Mountains. 

Magnetite and Hematite: minerals containing the iron used to 
produced  the steel which forms the skeleton of the car. The 
largest iron mine in the world is located in Kiruna,  Swedish 
Lapland.

Coal: combined with the iron extracted from magnetite and 
hematite it composes the steel used for the skeleton of the 
car. The largest coal mine in the world is located in the United 
States. chromite: from which the chrome used 

to coat the door handles is extracted. 
The largest cromite mine in the world is 
located in South Africa.

Galena: from which the lead used in the engine battery is extracted. 
The nation with the largest number of Lead mines is China.

Monazite: from which the 
neodymium used to produce 
the magnets of the hybrid 
engine is extracted. China is 
the world's largest producer of 
neodymium.

Platinum: used for platinum batteries. The 
United States is the largest producer of 
platinum in the world.

Bauxite: from which the 
aluminum used for engine 
parts is extracted. The 
largest bauxite mine in the 
world is located in China.

Sfarelite: from which the zinc used for 
engine parts is extracted.

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=qlVF6yxg2X4


